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Anticipation Guide - Parents znd Children in France

Nom Date m
A.ll y a une famille qui s'appelle la famille Leonard. Dans la famille Leonard, il y a M. et Mme. Leonard, '
Julie (leur fille de 6 ans), Aurélie: (leur fille de 15 ans, ) et Julien (leur fils de 17ans.) Cochez (check) la bonne
réponse ci-dessous.

L. leur fille de 6 ans(Julie)

semble(seems) jouer aussi ien dans ses jeans que dans ses jolies robes.

refuse de mettre des robes.
11.Aurélie, leur fille de 15 ans 2t Julien, leur fils de 17 ans

prennent des douches 2 fois par jour.
prennent une seule douche tous les matins.

mettent des jeans et des t-siirts comme tous leurs copains, mais essaient (try) d'ajouter un détail
vestimentaire pour se distinguer des autres et avoir leur look a eux.
IIl.leurs enfants (tous les enfaats..all the children)

____ne mangent pas entre les repas, sauf au goiiter.

____seservent constamment daas le réfrigérateur.

IV.. Aurélie et Julien (15 et 17 ans)

____dinent rarement avec leurs parents parce qu'il travaille aprés le lycée et elle fait du sport. m
____dinent en général tous les soirs avec leurs parents.

___discutent de tout trés ouvertement & table.

____sortent le vendredi et le saraedi soir, et également le mercredi et le samedi aprés-midi.
____sortent (sortir=to go out)le mercredi et le samedi aprés-midi et le samedi soir.
____préférent sortir en couple.

_____rencontrent leurs copains dans un café ou devant un cinéma.

____font des fétes(party!) chez 2ux ou chez les copains tous les weekends.

_____vont dans des boites de nuit (les boites de nuit= nightclubs)pour danser.

__dansent et boivent beaucoup quand ils vont a une féte.

B. Etes vous d'accord? (Do you agree?) Circle the number of the statements with which you agres.
1.Children should be seen and not heard.

2.A parent’s first obligation is to society; to bring up is/her child to be "civilized".

. A varent's first obligation is to the child and whatever is best for the child.

4. A parent should be his/her child's playmate and best friend.

5.Teenagers should be allowed .ots of independence. m

9/18/2005 5:36 Ph
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be. Such collaboration would strike French parents a5 |
pa-

tently absurd, since it is b
. . ased on an assum itari
qn_mn._ozmr_v between parents and children. wm—.“__nw w»_wnm:ms
Ma._n charge of their children and have the du . Ay
.wpu growth properly. ¥ 10 guide
French mother newly arri :
. y arrived in the United St
MM MMM _m %MMMMT»W &_5 _._Mmhmﬂwnmn_ her son in the _Onmwﬂﬂmwu
. ncipal asked him directly what he :
MW:MW ».oma n.wwm 2 la carte elective curriculum. m<onﬁM=~Mnm o
sl noM ! or _ e mother was that she was apparently oxunMMMM
silently through this process and was not
nnmm“.u&um her son’s decisions. consulted
e _M.ﬁam? Americans in France often get the impressi
tha nwmsn parents behave in a very authoritarian m ner
wieh ¢ HMM.nM_Ez_w: and do not pay enough attention SWWMM
o ir mMa_ opmental needs. A French child who tries t
an adult conversation by saying, “ :
. ying, “Momm
Mw_n _".MMW what I can do!” is likely to be _.o?.mamamo.w. .m”“_owoﬂ
>§n18m~o€?=vm are talking. A French person talking to a
{jmeric M:MN_._.MMn ﬂmm: be M:GHW& and somewhat insulted m
. child, rather than being corrected
ﬁo““mmm nro. center of praise and attention: “That's Loﬂﬂ%ﬂ:ﬂ
X _.53 getting to be such a big girl! Now let Mommy get b _n
tohe m_. MMMMMMMNA. mei Americans consider that nrm nrm.m%m
n such a situation, that the parent’
. ) t
M”M..Mwmwa n__mnnnnm at encouraging the child’s w&m.mxnmnmwwm”
i pendence and building her self-esteem. French adults
gene _._< nm:m_n_ﬁ that the child's interests and needs in most
cases Nrmpw rzm_onno mcwma&a M%_n concerns and, mnno&msmﬁ_.w
0 understand and accept limitation is or
wonﬂ Mw%nnn Omm..wn:o: and expression. By not m__oisw Mﬂmﬂw“.
ol vnﬁ_ﬂn. Msnﬂ_ _MM:_a help them to learn proper manners
vior. Such knowl i i
mnﬂ.wo_ avior. Such :».n.i edge is essential to their success in
eaching the rules of i
: proper behavior—appropri
behavior, conversation with adults, social ».E.Mawnﬂ M:MMM

With the Family h

the home, restaurant visits, and so on—takes up a lot of the
parents’ time. Mealtime plays an important role in child
socialization. In France, the function of a meal is not only to
feed oneself and others but also to communicate with others.
‘All family members usually gather around the same table for
a substantial evening meal. It is very uncommon for members

of traditional French families to pick what they want from
or or to eat sandwiches while watching TV.

“the refrigerat

Such antisocial behavior would in fact eliminate most family
‘interaction, as it often does in the busy American family. In
“the French home of one of the authors, children were not
excused from the table until after dessert. Then, and only
‘&.o?iw.,..#vommzurw822&259&25«808.

.w.w_m..aSimQ Development

The combination of differing socialization processes and fam-
y values in the two countries produces very different person-
alities. Some of these personality differences have been high-

lighted by Laurence Wylie:

- By age ten, then, the French children have become bien élevés

- (well reared). They have learned about limits, boundaries,

_ delineation, and appropriate behavior.... They have learned

.- control over themselves, over their bodies. They have ac-
quired tremendous inner psychological independence, 1 think,
that American children do not have. I think they have not
learned what American children do learn, that is, the empha-

sis on striking out for themselves, venturing out, trying new
things. (1981, 58)

...And, when verbal expression is not permitted, there is
the expressive power of the eyes, the body, the importance of
mime. And finally, there is fantasy. I think that French chil-
dren have an inner personality, an inner independence, an

inner life that American children lack. And they illustrate
and embellish it in a way that gives French literature and
cinema a particular and very beautiful cast. Each individual is
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Nationale (equivalent to the U.S. House of Representatiyes)-
to the corner café to the family dinner:table. Reforms may’
mean changes in the pacing of the school day, week, or year
to match children’s “natural thythms”; they may involye.

minor pedagogical changes or major philosophical ones. R
forms have completely revamped the organization, attitudes
and methods of nursery and elementary schools; another re..

form outlines plans for teaching foreign languages starting in:

elementary schools; still others propose radical rethinking of

the entire educational system from nursery school through

secondary school. -
Despite increasing autonomy for: individual schools and

académies (large regional school districts), most educational

c

decisions are still made and applied on-a:national scale. Sin’cﬁév
all French public schools are run by the central Ministry of
Education, the curriculum is the same throughout France;
although some class time can now be spent according to local:
priorities—the study of regional languages and cultures, for
example. S o

The typical school day in France runs from 8:30 A.M. to
12:00 noon and 1:30 p.M. to 4:30 .M. It is also very intense.
Children attend school Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
Fridays and, in some cases, Saturday motnings. Many schopls
offer extended supervision after normal hours (Vétude), and
most children eat lunch at school, except in smaller country
towns and villages, where everything shuts down for two
hours and the whole family gathers at home. In recent years,
some schools have remained open during the summer vaca“
tion, offering remedial and enrichment activities with volun-
teer teachers.

French Culture and French Schooling -

. . . cA'
Thinking and intellectual skills are of paramount lmpi:’:fo r;
in a culture that, according to seventeenth-century P hinks

) . t
pher Blaise Pascal, defines man as un roseai pensant (a

With the School 75

ing reed). Schooling at all levels tends to be focused on
tiansfer of information from teacher to student and is essen-
rially a one-way process. Logic and clarity are stressed in all
subjects, and French teachers present knowledge in a way
that favors deductive reasoning: first, the abstract and theo-
retical framework is established, then particular cases and
illistrations are discussed. A modern first-grade French
tgﬁéher introduces parts of speech by first giving functional
definitions of nouns and verbs, then providing examples of
each in simple sentences, and finally asking the child to mark
nouns and verbs in exercise sentences. In the United States,

by contrast, a modern first-grade teacher would be more likely

to encourage inductive reasoning by first giving examples of

. nouns and verbs as isolated words, then having the children
*find nouns and verbs in sentences, and finally providing the
definitions to solidify and reinforce the learning points.

“The amount of homework also differs in the two systems.

Frénch children take home a substantial amount of work. By
h high school they are expected to spend up to three to four
- hours per night on their assignments. Parents are usually
-heavily involved in their children's schooling, particularly in
-higher grades, and closely supervise their progress. To a cer-
‘tain: extent, a student’s lack of preparation or poor results

teflects badly on the parents. American schoolchildren are

‘expected to be fairly autonomous in completing their home-
. work. Although some parents do substantial amounts of re-
.sea.gch or typing, parents who more or less do their child’s
.assignments for them are considered to be undermining their

‘ch‘ild’s learning and independent development.
- Schools in the United States generally make every effort

-t include parents as active participants in their child’s edu-

Cation. Parents may volunteer at schools to help teachers in
€ classroom, as chaperones for field trips, as tutors for
lldren needing extra help, as fund-raisers, as sponsors for

 after.. .
'oi;er school clubs, and so on. French public schools, on the
.-.-°ther hand, are considered the reserved domain of teachers

C
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grades will determine to a large extent what he or she will
achieve later in life. Most teachers agree that CP (Cou

Préparatoire; first grade) is where the child must acquiré
solid foundation and learn basic reading, writing, and mat
ematics. Parents are aware of the stakes and tend to put a
high degree of pressure on the child from the beginning. An
elementary school student normally hears a daily barrage of
questions from concerned parents: “Did you do well today?”
“Did the teacher give you any grades?” “Did you get any
bonus points?” “What do you have to do for tomorrow?”
“Show me your school correspondence booklet.” :

Americans working on a children’s film in France discov- -
ered that culture played an important part in the reaction of

parents of prospective child actors:

[Tlhe idea that a child can survive missing three months of
school...is apparently mostly an American phenomenon. “The .
American parents said, ‘What's three months ina child’s life
compared to the experience?’” .... "And the French parents
said, ‘Oh, my God, three months in a school year?'!
(Hohenadel 1998, 22) S

French parents have good reason for concern. The French
school system does not give children much slack and de- -
mands a minimum level of performance for promotion'to the
next grade. Although things are changing, starting at age .
thirteen or fourteen insufficient average grades may result.in -

a child's being held back to redoubler (repeat) a grade, not an
unusual occurrence. For this reason, students in their_final

years of high school may range in age from sixteen to twenty, .
depending on how many grades they have skipped or re-
peated. Although there is presently a strong countertrend in .|
the United States demanding that children must be intellec -
tually ready to move on, “social promotion” is fairly widt?*, ,
spread. This means that a child with inadequate grades i ;:

promoted to avoid damaging self-esteem and to prevent teas”
ing by other children. .

School in France is-like a series of hurdles the child must
negotiate with the assistance of devoted supporters: parents,
teachers, school administrators, and advisers. It’s hard for
Americans to imagine the level of competitiveness in French
schools, especially when the child enters high school and
approaches le baccalauréat. In June 1998, an assistant to the
Minister of Education referred to the bac as the rite of pas-
sage to adulthood (France 2, 14 July 1998). French parents
are concerned with preparation for le bac well before their
child enters his or her last year of secondary school.

A French person’s academic career plays a more important
and profound role in his or her life than it does for an
American. The various academic tracks diverge quite early,
and the system is unforgiving: it is virtually impossible to
move from a lower-level track to a higher one. Academic
talent is noted and nurtured, but average and less-able stu-
dents are in effect consigned to lower-level manual and ser-
vice jobs. As early as age eleven or twelve, students may be
assigned to shortened study tracks leading to vocational quali-
fications. Once the evaluation has been made, it is pretty
much final and changes are extremely rare. The bac alone is
far from a guarantee of success, since only the Bac S (science
specialization) really opens important or prestigious doors.
The level of concern French parents show about their
children’s schooling is a reflection of its decisive role in their
future success or failure.

French teachers and parents are less concerned than their
American counterparts that their children enjoy school, since
it is essentially a place to acquire knowledge. Teachers some-
times try to assign special projects, but French students tend
to see this as additional work required of them—maybe even
an assigned punishment—rather than a chance to explore

- and discover.

Educational reforms are a regular preoccupation of French

- Bovernments, teachers, parents, and, of course, students.

chool reforms are passionately discussed, from the Assemblée




Marie-Madeleine
Va i la fontaine,
Se lave les mains,
Les essuie bien,
N'oublie pas son savon,
Son torchon,
Fait sa priere
\/ Au nom du Pére
: Et monte en l'air.

14

sait rien.

Ine

enri

Henri II se moquait d'eux.

H

eI

Une, deux, trois, baissez la cqutte H
Quatre, cing, six, levez la chemise ;

Sept, huit, neuf, tapez comme un beeuf ;
Dix, onze, douze, elles seront toutes rouges.
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Au clair de la lune

Trois petits lapins

Qui mangeaient des prunes
Comme trois coquins,

La pipe a la bouche,

Le verre 4 1a main ;

IIs disaient : « Mesdames,
Versez-nous du vin

Jusqu'a demain matin. »
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1l pleut, il

mouille,
C'est la féte & la grenouille. f
1l pleut, il fait beau temps,

C'est la féte au paysan.

e a4 oy e & S-mte yat v S o

a la sala

Madame, comment ¢a va ?
, et votre mari ?
—11 est malade de.
11 est guéri au céle

— Bonjour,
— Ca va pas mal
)b

}
H
-
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ou les oiseaux vont boire

Celui-ci I'a fait rotir.
(le médius)

Celui-ci I'a mangé.
('annulaire)

Celui-ci I'a pris. Rt
(le pouce) ‘ ”;;.'_ ’

Celui-ci I'a plumé. %;iiﬂ;“;un a rien eu,
(lindex) (auriculaire)
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. BOOGIE-WOOGIE
A GAUCHE ET A DROITE

Je mets ma main droite en avant
Je mets ma main droite en arrigre
Je mets ma main droite en avant
Et puis je toume, toumne, tourne
Je tourne sur moi-méme &+
Je fais le boogie-woogie
Pam pam param pam pam

Je mets ma main gauche en avant

(-5 Je mets ma main gauche en arriére

Je mets ma main gauche en avant
Et puis je toume, toume, tourne
Je toume sur moi-méme £
Je fais le boogie-woogie
Pam pam param pam pam
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I
mon- devigg't

rythmait déja les
déplacements des
soldats francais
durant la guerre de
Trente Ans que
Louis XIIT et
Richelieu menérent
a partir de 1635
contre l'Autriche.

T9us l’es oiseaux duv monde
Vienn’t y faire leurs nids.

Refrai
Augrés fie ma g{oége
Qu’il fait bon, fait bon
Auprés de ma blonde '

Qu’il fait bon dormir.,

fait bon,

Qua m': b o i
on, fait bon, fait bon Au- pris de ma o
$ - —+ { PR \ % i g
- 1 ;ﬁzi i@ : Bl
on- de Quil fait bon dor- mir T ‘ :
Ce ous
ma'frfhihgﬁ’% nde Eans les jardins d’'mon pére
ancionue. elle es lilas sont fleuris, (bis)
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Tous les oiseaux du monde
Vienn't y faire leurs nids,
La caill’, la tourterelle

Et la joli’ perdrix.

La caill’, 1a tourterelle
Et la joli’ perdrix

Et ma joli’ colombe
'Qui chante jour et nuit.

Et ma joli’ colombe

Qui chante jour et nuit,
EIl’ chante pour les filles
Qui n’ont pas de mari.

EII’ chante pour les filles
| Qui n’ont pas de mari.
31 Pour moi ne chante guére

] Pour moi ne chante guére
Car j’en ai un joli.

~Mais dites-moi donc belle
O est votre mari.
-1l est dans la Hollande,

Les Hollandais I'ont pris !

- T est dans 1a Hollande,

- Les Hollandais ’ont pris !
- Que donneriez - vous, belle,
A qui l'ira quéri ?

- Que donneriez-vous, belle,
A qui P’ira quéri ?

- Je donnerais Touraine,
Paris et Saint-Denis.

- Je donnerais Touraine,
Paris et Saint-Denis,

Les tours de Notre-Dame,
Le clocher d° mon pays.

- Les tours de Notre-Dame,
Le clocher d’ mon pays.

X! - Mais dites-moi donc belle|Et ma joli’ colombe
A Ol est votre mari ?

Qui chante jour et nuit.



A la claire fontaine

C’est en 1534
qu’un navigateur
de Saint-Malo,
Jacques Cartier,
débargua dans la
baie des Chaleurs
el prit possession
du Canada au nom
de la France, avant
de remonter le
BN 11 fleuve Saint-
k3| Laurent jusqu’aux

i L lieux qui devaient

i [\{ s’appeler plus tard
Y Québec et

I ys longtemps que je tab me Ja- mais, je ne tou-biierai?

A la claire fontaine
M’en allant promener,
J’ai trouvé ’eau si belle
Que je m’y suis baignée.

Refrain
I y’a longtemps que je t’aime,

Jamais je ne t’oublierai |

Sous les feuilles d’un chéne
Je me suis fait sécher ;
Sur la plus haute branche

| Montréal. Mais

(?%%% s

Le rossignol chantait.
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Chante, rossignol, chante,
Toi qui as le ceeur gai,
Tu as le coeur 4 rire...

| Moi je I’ai & pleurer !

Sl R .
] J'ai perdu mon ami,

Sans I'avoir mérité,
Pour un bouquet de roses

E Que je lui refusai,

Je voudrais que la rose
Ffit encore au rosier,

Et que mon doux ami
Fiit encore 4 m’aimer.

¢’est seulemer
deux siécles p
tard que A la
fontaine nagu
les lévres

des soldats fri
du marquis L
de Montcalm,
venu défendre
Nouvelle-Fran
contre
l’envahisseur
anglais.
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Quels sont les jeux que tu peux faire en
plein air et ceux que tu fais & la maison?
Quels sont les jeux que tu peux faire tout
seul et ceux que tu fais avec des amis?

cache-cache dominos

vinagt-deux
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aller au jardin public. aller au théatre. aller au zoo.
ST
=i 1T Divise-les!
Jeux Jeux sans grands
de mouvement Cache-cache Devinette mouvements
Dame Marelle
Cartes Billes
Lotos Quilles
Dominos Poupée
Quatre coins Saute-mouton ()
Ballon Colin-maillard ,
Corde Chat et souris / ;
o> =

quarante-huit



